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Ovarian Cancer Symposium 2021 
The 2021 Ovarian Cancer Symposium: The Changing World of Ovarian Cancer Treatment was held online over four 
sessions in June 2021. Overall, the 2021 Ovarian Cancer Symposium was a success.  
  
The aim of the Symposium was to bring together leading Australian and international researchers, clinicians and industry 
representatives to find out about the latest developments and advances in the rapidly evolving field of ovarian cancer 
research and treatment. Due to unpredictable situation globally with COVID-19, the decision was made to hold a virtual 
event over four sessions. 
  
Session one focused on Genomics. The focus of session two was on Immunotherapy and Targeted Therapy and PARP 
Inhibitors. Session 3 included a presentation by Professor Charlie Gourley from the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
titled “Molecular stratification of endometrioid ovarian carcinoma” followed by a Tumour Board Discussion, which 
involved an in-depth discussion of two case scenarios by a panel of experts. Session four focused on PARP Inhibitors. 
With five international speakers including Professor Ahmed Ahmed (University of Oxford, UK), Dr Elise Kohn (National 
Cancer Institute, Bethesda MD, US), Professor Charlie Gourley (University of Edinburgh, Scotland), Dr Kathleen Moore 
(University of Oklahoma, US) and Dr Alan D’Andrea (Harvard Medical School, Boston, US), the sessions gave delegates 
the opportunity to hear about the latest research in ovarian cancer both nationally and internationally.  
  

https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/68/health-professionals
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/183/teal-support-program-for-health-professionals
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/68/health-professionals#Patient-Referral-Form
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/75/support-resources-for-patients


We would like to thank the advisory group for their hard word in planning and developing the Symposium. The advisory 
group consisted of Professor David Bowtell (Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre), Professor Anna deFazio (Crown Princess 
Mary Cancer Centre, Westmead Hospital), Dr Tarek Meniawy (Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital), Dr Gale Garsed (Peter 
MacCallum Cancer Centre), Dr Vanessa Alford, (Ovarian Cancer Australia) and Mr Cyril Dixon (Ovarian Cancer Australia). 
  
Ovarian Cancer Australia would like to extend our since thanks and appreciation to AstraZeneca for providing the 
funding for this event. We look forward to holding our next Symposium, hopefully as a face to face event. The recordings 
of the event can be accessed HERE. 
  
*Please note that those presentations which included unpublished data and the Tumour Board Discussion are not 
available for viewing. 

 

 

 

  

National Medicines Policy Review 

 

The Minister for Health, the Hon Greg Hunt MP has recently officially launched the Review of the 
National Medicines Policy (NMP) for the Department of Health. The Review will be overseen by an 
Expert Advisory Committee led by Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Professor Michael Kidd AM.  Its 
members include Professor Lloyd Sansom AO; Mrs Janette Donovan; Dr Sarah Dineen-Griffin and Mr 
David Herd. This Committee brings expertise in medicines policy, clinical practice, consumer 
engagement and the pharmaceutical industry to the Review. 
  
The NMP is a statement of principles designed to guide the range of activities encompassing 
medication management, access and affordability of medicines in Australia through a partnership 
approach between all sectors. The NMP was published in 2000 and its priorities include timely access 
to the medicines that Australians need, at a cost individuals and the community can afford; medicines 
meeting appropriate standards of quality, safety and efficacy; quality use of medicines and maintaining 
a responsible and viable medicines industry. 
  
The NMP has influenced a number of important strategies and frameworks however there has been 
feedback which suggests the need to consider modifying it and including additional objectives. The 
Review therefore, aims to evaluate the current NMP objectives and identify any current gaps in the 
NMP’s objectives, partnership approach and accountabilities. The review process will begin in August 
2021 and is anticipated to take approximately six months. 

 

 

  

Watch Symposium Presentations  

https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/240/ovarian-cancer-australia-symposium-2021
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/240/ovarian-cancer-australia-symposium-2021
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/240/ovarian-cancer-australia-symposium-2021
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/240/ovarian-cancer-australia-symposium-2021


The role of interpretation biases and symptom 
burden in fear of cancer recurrence 
/progression (FCR/P) among ovarian cancer 
survivors 
Recent psychosocial research led by the University of Sydney in collaboration with Ovarian Cancer Australia 
has been published in the Journal of Psycho-Oncology regarding the role of interpretation biases and 
symptom burden in fear of cancer recurrence/progression among ovarian cancer survivors. 
In this cross-sectional study, sixty-two women with ovarian cancer reported completed measures of FCR/P, 
an interpretation bias task and a symptom checklist. 
  
The study found that women with ovarian cancer were more likely to interpret ambiguous words as health-
related compared to women without cancer and that women with higher FCR/P showed greater bias. 
Symptom burden was also associated with FCR/P however interpretation bias did not moderate the 
relationship between physical symptoms and FCR/P.  
  
The full publication can be accessed here. 

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

Ovarian Cancer Australia Support Groups 
OCA run monthly face to face support groups in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth which provide 
a safe space for women to connect with other women living with ovarian cancer and to share and learn 
from one another. This may help people feel anxious and less isolated and may help them to better 
cope with cancer and its side effects. 
  
Support groups are facilitated by experienced OCA support staff and cancer nurses. All current support 
groups are in metropolitan locations and open to partners of women living with ovarian cancer. 
  
In addition, we run an online tele support group for women who are unable to attend our support 
groups in these capital cities as well as Younger Women’s Network support group for younger women 

OCA's Psychosocial research projects  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/pon.5748
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/205/psychosocial-research
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/205/psychosocial-research
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/205/psychosocial-research


with ovarian cancer. We are always extending the invitation for newly diagnosed women to join us, 
however the groups are open to women at any stage of their cancer journey. 
  
We have also recently started monthly support sessions for male partners of women with ovarian 
cancer, which is part of OCA’s new Male Partner Program and a supportive group aimed to help 
address some of the unmet needs of male partners and provide a space for participants to share and 
learn from each other. 
  
Please note that all support groups are still running, but face to face groups are meeting online in 
Sydney and Melbourne until further notice due to COVID-19. 
  
If you know someone who would like to join one of our support groups please ask them to call our 
ovarian cancer nurses on 1300 660 334 or email support@ovariancancer.net.au. Alternatively, they can 
register on our website. 

 

  

  

Teal Support Program expands and identifies 
risk issues for women with ovarian cancer 

Ovarian Cancer Australia was successful in obtaining a further one million dollars to continue to deliver the 
Teal Support Program to women with ovarian cancer. We have now employed a further four nurses from 
Queensland and NSW who will commence work on the program in September. 
  
The Teal Support Program has been privileged to support women throughout their time with ovarian 
cancer and particularly during these testing times with Covid-19. Many of the women have spoken about 
their loneliness, whether it's not being able to have their partner with them at their treatment centre, or 
with being at home but not being able to see their family and friends. Many have expressed their 
disappointment at not being able to fulfil their bucket list before they pass away.  
  
Our Teal Support Program team consists of ovarian cancer nurses, a counsellor and a social worker. Our 
team members all have over five years experience in gynaecological and ovarian cancers. We are engaging 
with women in their conversations about their fears, frustrations but also their hopes and dreams. We’re 
touching back with the local treatment team with any issues that may arise that require medical attention. 
We regularly complete a PROM (MOST) and are identifying significant ongoing unmet needs (>30%) with 
issues around sexuality, body image, relationships, finances, anxiety, depression, sleep and fatigue. Our 
psychosocial service has also identified and is supporting a further thirty women in the last six months with 
significant at risk issues including family violence, financial abuse, complex mental health, substance abuse, 
sexual assault, child protection/at risk, complex trauma and concurrent losses. 
  
The Teal Support Program currently supports over three hundred and fifty women Australia wide. Let us 
help support more women with ovarian cancer by referring to this free, nationwide program, simply call 
1300 660 334 or email: care@ovariancancer.net.au 
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Numbers of Women on the Teal Support Program 
  

 
  

The map indicates the number of women who have joined the program across Australia. 
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Teal Support Program  Order TSP brochures and posters  

https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/64/get-support
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/donations
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https://www.facebook.com/OvarianCancerAustralia
https://twitter.com/OvarianCancerOz
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ovarian-cancer-australia/
https://www.instagram.com/ovariancanceroz/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OCAustralia
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/183/teal-support-program-for-health-professionals
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/183/teal-support-program-for-health-professionals
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/page/183/teal-support-program-for-health-professionals
https://www.ovariancancer.net.au/store
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